Dermoid cyst of the spine in childhood.
A 1 year, 10-month-old boy presented with a history of meningitis, a recent neurologic deficit, and myelographic evidence of a thoracic, extradural compressive lesion. The lesion was subtotally totally excised at surgery and found to be a dermoid cyst. Treatment of this uncommon tumor is facilitated by its early recognition and excision before onset of infection. Incomplete removal can result in regrowth.